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2154.   To THE BEV. WILLIAM MASON.

Berkeley Square, March 8, 1781.

I BEGAN to be a little out of humour at your silence; your
letter came in time, just as I was going to seal up my lips
too. An echo that will repeat one word twenty times will
stop, unless you feed it anew, though but with a single
word. This time, no more than the echo, had I any need
to lift up my voice. The war is gone to sleep, the Parliament
gone to bed, and Vestris himself, if he had any competitor,
would go out of fashion. Invention, except of political lies,
is not the gift of this age. For want of subject of admiration,
Sir Joseph Yorke is called by the newspapers a great man,
and for want of taste the Monthly Beviewers call Mr. Hayley
a great poet, though he has no more ear or imagination than
they have. As if anybody loved reading or did read,
Mr. Gibbon has treated them with his vast two volumes.
I have almost finished the last, and some parts are more
entertaining than the other, and yet it has tired me, and so
I think it did himself. There is no spirit in it, nor does
any one chapter interest one more than another; which is
commonly the case of compilations, especially in such an
eloquent age as this. Though these volumes are not
polished like the first, you see that he is never thinking
of his subject, but intending to make his periods worthy
of himself. Then he is often obscure, for from the pro-
digious quantity of matter he frequently is content with
alluding to his original; and who for mercy would recur to
Sozomen, Jornandez, and Procopius? Then having both
the Eastern and Western empires on his hands at once, and
nobody but imbtcilles and their eunuchs at the head, one is
confused with two subjects, that are quite alike, though
quite distinct; and in the midst of this distraction enters
a deluge of Alans, Huns, Goths, Ostrogoths, and Visigoths, news, by accepting)  George   Choi-        8 Seven lines erased in MS.rd,                                            contre quelqtu'un.'   (&ict. Mist.)
